Characteristics, management and outcome of patients with prior coronary bypass surgery presenting with acute myocardial infarction.
We compared the characteristics, management and outcome of patients with or without prior coronary artery bypass graft surgery (CABG) presenting with AMI to any coronary care unit in Israel, from four national surveys performed during 1992-1998. Of 5,396 patients, 171 (3.2%) had prior CABG, 39 of whom received thrombolysis. Thrombolysis was administered less often in patients with prior CABG, but the utilization of coronary angiography was similar. Mortality rates were higher in patients with prior CABG, particularly among those given thrombolysis. The use of coronary angiography was a strong independent predictor of survival, but its utilization was similar in patients with or without prior CABG. Patients with prior CABG constitute a small minority among current AMI patients. They are sicker and their mortality is higher compared to patients without prior surgery, especially among those given thrombolysis. Coronary angiography is associated with improved outcome in these patients but is currently used to the same extent as in patients without prior surgery.